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close procession to the St. George's Hall, where the banners and
standards of the military detachments were massed before the
throne. The Tsarevitch took up his stand at a small altar.
' A detachment of great bearded Cossack Life Guards next
appeared, and lowered their ancient, richly embroidered
standard before the Heir Apparent, now their Hetman. Taking
hold of a corner he spoke the prescribed words of the oath with
obvious emotion, but in a distinct voice. It was an impressive
moment. Many wept; clear drops sparkled on the iron-grey
beard of the old standard bearer. There were few unmoved
faces when the ceremony ended with the embrace of the son by
his parents. Many a quiet prayer for God's blessing* for the
future Tsar went'up,

On the day after the coming of age the so-called Division of
Recruits by the Tsar took place in the square before the Win trr
Palace, a. ceremony which enabled the available infantry
material to be surveyed. TJie infantry recruits stood, in
regimental formation, in the first line, the cavalry behind them,
and then the artillery. The Commanders, Inspector-Generals,
Grand Dukes and Imperial. Suite were all present* The
material impressed me deeply; these were picked men. The
"Paul Grenadier recruits, who have to have slightly turned-rip
noses,, were a.. remarkable sight. The Chevalier Guard and
Garde a Cheval recruits were a very nice-looking lot, though
the fact that: hardly any'of them had any hips made their '
white capes look as though they had been poured over their
slim bodies.

As we went down the Tsar said jokingly to me: " Be sure to
notice the. keen .competition for the best-looking men between
the Preobrajensky, First Guards' Regiment, and the Naval
Guards.". 'And"so..it .proved. A man like a young sapling
wearing'the.Preobrajensky jacket was claimed by the captain
of the Naval Guards; .the Preobrajensky captain refused to
give him, up. The Divisional Commander and General in
command spoke on 'one side, the Minister of Marine and Admiral
Alexei on the other...' The Tsar finally came down on the aide
of the Preobrajensky, to the obvious delight of the colonel and
of ..the .sergeant-major of the battalion to which the recruit